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parties,  of an incapacity boldly to sever himself after the Peace of Utrecht from the Tories ; he lost their confidence without gaining the support of their opponents.    That throughout the last two years of his official life Harley was not only on the closest terms of political intimacy with Halifax, but was planning with him some kind of political combination, is now abundantly clear.    " I shall wait upon you to-morrow at St. James'," wrote Halifax on the 27th of May 1713, " with an earnest desire on my part,  and sufficient authority from others, to make a perfect union with your Lordship to support the true interest of our country under your directions."1    The existence of some scheme for such a union as that which  Halifax indicates, a union probably of the less virulent Whigs, led by Halifax   and   Somers,   with a small   number  of Tories who Harley hoped would act with him, is the  most   probable  explanation  of   his   conduct Had the Queen lived, a coalition might perhaps have resulted; but it was frustrated by the death of  Anne   before   it was  ripe,   and  the  political edifices of Harley and of Bolingbroke were thus alike laid low.    By the extreme members of the Tory party the professions of sympathy with the Jacobite cause which Harley may have thrown out in hints were fast becoming regarded as unreal; by a still larger number he was thought to be luke-
1 Harley Papers, iii. 292.    See also pp. 270, 271.